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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410-5000

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

FOR PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING

                    March 15, 2001

Dear Executive Director:

As you are probably aware, the Office of Public and Indian
Housing (PIH) created the Public and Indian Housing Information
Center (PIC) to consolidate its information systems, to improve
data quality and accountability, and to eliminate duplication. 
PIC provides PHAs with access to many modules within an
interactive database management system.

We are aware that many agencies share concerns regarding the
workload involved in automation to the new PIC system.  PIH staff
are working diligently to address the associated issues in
consideration of these concerns through direct communication with
affected parties.  Moreover, our timetable for PIC has been
adjusted to accommodate additional problem-solving.

The importance of fully populating the PIC system cannot be
understated, and your cooperation is needed to help HUD and the
industry achieve this goal.  HUD uses the building and unit
information to compute Performance Funding System (PFS), Public
Housing Drug Elimination Program (PHDEP), and Capital Program
funding.  Additionally, the building and unit information works
in tandem with the new Form 50058 module in PIC.

To date, approximately 70% of PHAs have started uploading
building and unit information to PIC. Please remember that the
building and unit data applies only to PHA’s Low Rent Public
Housing program. It is urgent that PHAs upload their building and
unit information before the implementation of the Form HUD-50058
module. The key timing issue is that HUD must receive each PHA’s
building and unit data with sufficient lead-time to process the
data before PHAs can begin to submit the revised Form HUD-50058.



PIH Field Office Hub Directors and their staff will guide
and assist you in completing this process. Please know that the
Department appreciates your cooperation and support of this
important initiative. Together, we are taking an important step
toward streamlining management and improving our accountability
for public and assisted housing.

Sincerely,

    /s/

Gloria J. Cousar
Acting General Deputy Assistant

Secretary for Public and Indian
Housing


